Application No.: 10/024,585 Docket No.: 1986.004.00 

REMARKS 

At the outset, the Examiner is thanked for the thorough review and consideration of the 
pending application. The Final Office Action dated October 20, 2008, has been received and its 
contents carefully reviewed. 

By this response, claims 44 and 52 are hereby amended. No claims are added or 
cancelled. No new matter is added. Claims 1-43 have been withdrawn. Accordingly, claims 
4459 are currently under examination. Reexamination and reconsideration of the pending claims 
is respectfully requested. 

In the Office Action, the declaration is indicated as defective because the residence and 
citizenship information for Sharyn R. Kohen is missing. In response, Applicant will submit an 
Application Data Sheet supplying this information. 

In the Office Action, claims 44 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 44-59 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,987,434 to Libman (hereinafter 
"Libman") in view of non-patent literature Myers, Cherin, Forbes, Carson, Crosby, and BarNiv 
(as indicated on page 7 of the Office Action). 

Applicant respectfully traverses the 35 U.S.C. §101 rejection of claims 44 and 52, and 
reconsideration is respectfully requested. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. Claims 
44 and 52 are directed to statutory subject matter because these claims are tied to a particular 
machine or apparatus, and/or transform a particular article into a different state or thing. A 
claimed process is surely patent-eligible under §101 if: (1) it is tied to a particular machine or 
apparatus, or (2) it transforms a particular article into a different state or thing. See Benson, 
409 U.S. at 70. 
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Applicant respectfully traversed the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of claims 44-59 and 
reconsideration is respectfully requested. Claim 44-51 are allowable at least in that each of these 
claims recites a combination of elements, including, for example, "obtaining by the computer- 
based value appraising system a weighted average of the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and 
sixth numeric ratings based on predetermined weightings to determine an overall rating of value 
for the life insurance product". Claims 52-59 are allowable at least in that each of these claims 
recites a combination of elements, including, for example, "obtaining by the computer-based 
value appraising system a weighted average of the product value for money rating, the product 
stress tolerance rating, the management performance rating, the historical interest credited rates 
rating, the customer service quality rating and financial strength rating based on predetermined 
weightings to determine an overall rating of value of the life insurance product". Libman, 
Myers, Cherin, Forbes, Carson, Crosby, and BarNiv, alone or in combination, fail to teach or 
suggest at least these features of the claimed invention. In particular, Libman discloses "[t]he 
6 best policy 5 methodology evaluates and analyzes a potentially large number of product 
providers and products which best meet a specified set of criteria, for example, by picking the 
product having the lowest premium for the client." Col. 12, lines 49-53. However, Libman does 
not disclose the above-recited features of claims 44-59. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully 
requests withdrawal of the rejection of claims 44-59. 

The application is in condition for allowance and early, favorable action is respectfully 
solicited. If for any reason the Examiner finds the application other than in condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is requested to call the undersigned attorney at (202) 496-7500 to 
discuss the steps necessary for placing the application in condition for allowance. All 
correspondence should continue to be sent to the below-listed address. 
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If these papers are not considered timely filed by the Patent and Trademark Office, then a 
petition is hereby made under 37 C.F.R. §1.136, and any additional fees required under 37 
C.F.R. §1.136 for any necessary extension of time, or any other fees required to complete the 
filing of this response, may be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-091 1 . Please credit any 
overpayment to deposit Account No. 50-091 1. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



Dated: January 2 h 2009 



Respectfully submitted, 




Rebecc^Ti. Rudifch 

Registration ^Jo.: 41,786 
MCKENNA LONG & ALDRIDGE LLP 
1900 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 
Attorney for Applicants 
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